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hermitage! From you, my dear friend, I have received many valuable additions to my cabinet; and it is very unlucky that as I am lately informed by Col. Oswald, the fragment of the statue,* which he told me you sent me last summer twelve months, has never come to my hands; nor any letter from you, if you have wrote any, which is a great disappointment. The above gentleman informs me, that he thinks most of the statue is preserved still in some part of the eastward.! If that is the case, it might perhaps be possible for you, to procure another piece at some future time. He told me that the piece you sent me, was some of the locks of hair. Now we had a report here formerly, that the whole head had been found by the enemy at Fort "Washington; and another account said, that it was found near Harlem; but it seems that all this is not true, since you had some of the hair, which undoubtedly grew upon some part of the head.
I have been positively assured, that the sword has been seen in this city the winter before last; but I could never discover in whose possession it was. Since I am on this topic, I can not avoid reminding you of a promise you have been so obliging as to make me, from time to time, of your collections of manuscript, in the time of the Stamp act, at New York. These would indeed be a very valuable acquisition, and fill up a chasm in my repository; having none but printed papers of that period. May I beg the favor of you to fulfill your promise, by sending these papers to me by some gentleman of your army coming this way, which hap-
* This undoubtedly alludes to one of the two statues erected on the repeal of the Stamp Act-, and probahly to the leaden statue of the King, placed in the Bowling Green, which was pulled down on receiving the news of the Declaration of Independence in July, 1776, and cast into balls for the use of the Patriot Army. If so, it is difficult to conceive how a fragment of it could have been in the possession of Lamb,who was at the time of its prostration, a prisoner at Quebec 5 unless he had tried the temper of his sword on the saturnine effigy of royalty, previous to his march to the North: an exploit which, as an inflexible republican, he was very likely to have performed.
t " At the breaking out of the war, this statue was overthrown, and lead being highly valuable, was sent to Gen. Wolcott's, at Litchfield, for safe keeping, where, in process of time, it was cut up and run into bullets by his daughters and their friends. An account of the number of cartridges made by each, is still preserved among the family papers.' G-ibbi J&dministrationa Washington, and Mams^from the Wokott papers